
meyCHOICE pre-primed lining boards are suitable for internal walls and ceilings as they are untreated. 
meyPINE3 pre-primed lining boards are H3 preservative treated profiled boards suitable for external walls and ceilings.

To ensure long-term performance it is important to have an understanding 
of both the product and the installation process. 

On site stOrage & handling

BOard preparatiOn 

On site storage should be on timber gluts with at least 150mm clearance from the ground in a dry, well-ventilated area. It is recommended 
to leave the plastic wrapping from the pack in place, however the pack must be protected from direct sunlight to avoid sweating under 
the plastic. If the boards are delivered without wrapping or with damaged wrapping, cover with plastic, sheet material or building paper 
that is firmly held in place to keep the boards clean and dry from the elements. Care must be taken to ensure that the protection of the 
boards doesn’t unintentionally collect pools of water that can soak into the timber. Other building products should not be stored on 
top of the boards.

•	 Ensure that all dirt, dust or any contaminants are cleaned from the surface of the board.

•	 Any bare timber areas exposed through cutting or notching must be recoated with a quality primer. If using meyPINE3 boards, the 
boards must also be retreated with an approved treatment re-sealer prior to priming.

•	 Sand any uneven surfaces for a premium finish.

•	 Measure that the board width is close (+/- 1mm) to the specified width. A larger difference indicates that the moisture content of 
the boards is unusually high or low and fixing should not proceed until the moisture content of the boards is within an acceptable 
range. Lining boards are generally supplied to the site with a moisture content of approximately 12% (+/- 2%). At the time of 
installation, the lining boards must have a moisture content close to the local expected average moisture content. For sites where 
the moisture content is significantly different, some acclimatisation may be required prior to installation.

•	 Prior to painting, make sure that the surface of the primer is not chalky and that the primer adhesion is good. The ‘X’ test can be used 
to check this. Use a sharp blade to cut an X into the existing paint coatings. Then place a piece of sticky tape over the X and press 
down firmly. Quickly peel the tape off the surface. Repeat the process in different areas to check the entire surface. If flakes of paint 
are stuck to the sticky tape, or have flaked away from the test surface, the current coating should not be painted over. The paint 
should be removed by sanding or stripping the surface back and treating the area as a new, unpainted surface. If there is no paint 
on the tape, and no paint has flaked from the test areas, your surface can be repainted.

•	 It is recommended that at least one coat (preferably two) of a premium topcoat paint colour matched to the final finishing coat is 
applied all around the board prior to fixing. By doing so, this will significantly reduce the moisture loss or uptake of from all surfaces 
of the boards.

Fixing lining BOards (to the supporting framework)
Special care must be taken when fixing the lining boards to ensure that the integrity of any flashings is not compromised as this can 
affect the performance of the lining boards. Hot dipped galvanized steel or stainless-steel fasteners are recommended for fixing. The 
performance and service life of the lining boards may be reduced if inappropriate fasteners are used.

The minimum fastener size to be used is 1.6mm diameter plain shank/bullet head nails. The minimum length of nails used must be 
40mm. Spacing of supporting framework for best performance of lining boards should be set between 300-600mm centres to minimise 
board sagging between supports. The recommended method of fixing is with two nails at each support, approximately 45mm in from 
the board edge. While not mandatory, using an adhesive when installing will help increase the stability and performance of the lining 
boards. It is recommended that the boards are hand nailed in however when nail guns are being used for fixing, care should be taken 
to ensure that excess nail pressure (120 psi recommended) does not distort the boards. Nails should not be over driven as heavy nailing 
distorts the wood and during seasonal weather changes may cause splitting. This in turn will lead to a reduced service life.

When meyCHOICE & meyPINE3 lining boards are being used as an eave or ceiling lining, it is important to install vapour permeable 
sisalation above the panelling as soon as possible after installation has occurred to protect it from rain or dew. This will also help prevent 
condensation from forming on the lining boards, which can affect the moisture content of the boards and cause them to swell and 
distort. Where possible, ventilation should be provided to roof cavities to prevent heat build-up which can lower the equilibrium 
moisture content of lining boards and cause shrinkage to occur quite rapidly.
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With any profile that is tongued and grooved or rebated, care 
must be taken to maintain a clearance within the overlap of 
two adjacent boards to allow for any expansion that might 
take place in the width of the board. It is paramount that 
boards are never wedged in tight as this may compound 
contraction or expansion issues later on. The recommended 
gaps on butt joins are 2mm for butt joins on a board up to 3m 
long and 5mm for longer boards. 

An expansion gap of approx. 1mm for every board installed 
should be allowed for around the perimeter of the boards. For 
example, if 20 boards are installed, a gap of 20mm needs to be 
left around the outside edge of the boards for expansion. This 
expansion gap should be split in half and put on both sides 
and can be easily covered by meyPINE3, DAR, Quad or Scotia 
material or the equivalent in meyCHOICE if it is for an internal 
application.

All joints irrespective of the finish or type of treatment process 
should be re-sealed, including stopped ends, with a mastic 
or silicone sealant that is compatible with the intended paint 
finish. The sealant should be placed onto the ends of the 
boards before pushing the ends together. Any excess sealant 
should be removed from the faces of the boards as soon as 
the boards are fixed.

It is recommended that at least two topcoats of paint be 
applied after fixing in accordance with the paint manufacturer’s 
recommendations. The minimum paint film requirements can 
be found on the tin.

The long-term performance of meyCHOICE & meyPINE3 lining 
boards is dependent on regular and effective maintenance. 
The frequency of maintenance will depend on the type 
of paint used and the level of exposure to the weather and 
other elements. Before re-coating, the lining boards should 
be cleaned and the joints resealed where required. Any re-
coating should be carried out in accordance with the paint 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 

Do not burn off cuts or sawdust from any preservative treated 
timber. Such offcuts and sawdust should be disposed of by 
approved local authority methods.

To maintain the limited guarantee offered by preservative 
suppliers, details pertaining to the products used on the 
project must be kept. For example: end tags and proof of 
purchase. meyPINE3 preservative guarantees require every 
cut, rebate or hole to have a preservative sealer applied and 
re-primed with a quality primer.

It is also important to note that we don’t recommend nor 
warrant the use of meyCHOICE pre-primed lining boards in 
any exterior application, including under patios and eaves 
where the ceiling is partially protected from the weather and 
other elements.
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